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1. HUMANE ACTION Pittsburgh is seeking to shape Pittsburgh into ‘America’s Model
Humane City’. This means participating in an open dialogue on animal protection,
working to end cruelty for all animals, and passing protective legislation where needed.
What are your plans to protect animals and can you support our goals to build the Model
Humane City?

As a council member and candidate, the most important part of my job is to listen. In order to
effectively build the Model Humane City, we should conduct listening sessions with constituents
to receive feedback, advice and more. Ultimately, we serve those that reside in our City and
need to make it a priority to include them in the decision-making process.

My plans to protect animals involve protecting their habitats within our City. My district includes
parts or all of many parks, such as Frick, Schenley, and Mellon parks. The wildlife that reside
within those parks must be protected and advocated for, which is why I work with organizations
to ensure they are taken care of appropriately. We have many pet owners in our district, and
ensure that there are adequate guidelines to keep both pets, their owners, and other residents
safe.

To go further, I’d love to meet with Humane Action Pittsburgh and other organizations to discuss
the best ways to move forward in order to ensure we are on our way to being the Model
Humane City.

2. The United Nations has recommended that the #1 corrective action we can take to
combat climate change is to greatly reduce or eliminate meat and dairy consumption.
This is more impactful to the environment than discontinuing the use of all transportation.
What are your plans to protect animals and the environment through meat reduction?

As council member, I plan to and have supported any efforts to increase funding for education
on the importance of meat reduction for climate change, legislation that will help increase
accessibility to meat alternatives, and lead by example. In my household, we have reduced
meat consumption by about half over the last year. As a two-decade long environmental
advocate, climate justice remains a high priority for me and intersects with most, if not all,
decisions I make in Council to help Pittsburgh become a leader in sustainability. Prices of
organic foods that are humanely grown/raised have increased exponentially, often making them
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out of reach for low-income folks. I will continue supporting efforts to make these foods more
accessible in the form of local farmers markets that provide locally grown, healthy foods and
more.

3. Plastic pollution is a growing problem worldwide, and in Allegheny County. HAP’s “No
Plastic Please” campaign works to end single-use plastic wherever possible. What are
your plans to reduce or eliminate single-use plastic in Pittsburgh?

In Council, we’ve worked hard to reduce single-use plastic, increase access to recycling
programs, and educate constituents and elected officials on the detriments of plastic pollution. In
2019, Council unanimously opposed a budget where PA legislators attempted to hide a
provision that would prohibit cities from passing their own bans or fees on plastic bags or
styrofoam. I supported Philadelphia’s ordinance that would ban plastic bags in the city, and now
in 2021, Council plans to reintroduce the plastic bag ban this summer. Additionally, I introduced
legislation that overhauled the City’s municipal waste and recycling code in an effort to
streamline and clarify the existing code and set the stage for future improvements. Pittsburgh’s
municipal waste and recycling code had not been revamped in decades. It promotes cleaner
and more sustainable communities and works toward the City’s Zero Waste goal. Finally, a top
priority is increasing participation in the City’s recycling program. I utilize social media platforms
such as Twitter, Facebook, and Youtube to increase awareness and accessibility.

4. Pittsburgh has very limited resources when it comes to helping homeowners resolve
wildlife conflicts in a humane way. Many relevant departments are not knowledgeable of
safe and humane ways to deal with situations that may arise. HUMANE ACTION
Pittsburgh’s “Love Your Wild Neighbor” campaign teaches people about humane
harassment techniques that actually work to resolve wildlife conflicts. How can you best
support our campaign?

First and foremost, I would love to have a continuing dialogue to discuss the campaign’s goals
and the most effective way to achieve them. Additionally, I am willing to help advocate for the
campaign by promoting its goals on social media and other avenues so as to increase
awareness. Finally, I will work with Council to help introduce or pass legislation that allows the
campaign’s goals to move forward on a more concrete level, whether that involves legislation or
locating the funding to increase awareness. There are limitations to City Council so I am willing
to help advocate for legislation or other actions that can only be taken at higher levels of
government.

5. In 50 words or less, please give an example of how you have fought for animals in the
past.

I have supported many of the initiatives that Human Action Pittsburgh has provided. This
includes upholding the ban on certain tools used to train circus and zoo animals, amending the
reptile ordinance, the No Plastic Please campaign, and the City-sponsored Meatless Mondays. I
look forward to continuing to support these issues.



6. In 50 words or less, please explain how you intend to help protect animals if elected.

I plan to protect animals through the amplification of legislation, on the Council level and higher,
that prioritizes humane animal treatment whether that comes in the form of climate justice,
wildlife protection, or more.


