
2021 Judge’s Survey

1. Libre’s Law (Act 10 of 2017) expanded animal protections and increased penalties for animal
abusers.  Felony violations require forfeiture of an animal, while lesser convictions allow for
forfeiture.

● Would you include forfeiture as a penalty for misdemeanor convictions?

(Check one)    X   Yes No

● In 50 words or less, please explain your position, including offenses for which you would
consider forfeiture as a penalty.

One of my core philosophies is that all creatures should be treated with dignity, respect
and kindness.  That goes for humans.  It goes for animals, as well.  Persons who inflict
suffering upon animals have, in my personal opinion, forfeited their rights to that animal.
I am glad that the law has enshrined this principle. I would exercise forfeiture as a
remedy in cases of documented abuse, neglect, lengthy tethering, etc.  I would use
forfeiture in all misdemeanor cases since I firmly believe that a person arrested for these
crimes has more than likely engaged in past patterns of abuse that have not been
recognized, and there is a good chance that the behavior will continue.  Therefore, I
would remove the animal from this potentially dangerous situation.

2. Multiple studies have shown a link between animal abuse and future domestic violence abuse.

● Will you impose penalties for animal abuse that fit the serious nature of these crimes?

(Check one)   X Yes No

3. Many domestic abuse victims stay with their abusers out of fear for the safety of household pets.

HUMANE ACTION Pittsburgh

W: www.humaneactionpittsburgh.org  E: info@humaneactionpittsburgh.org



● Will you include custody and protections for household pets as part of the resolution for
domestic abuse cases?

(Check one)     X  Yes No

4. In 50 words or less, please give an example of how you have fought for animals in the past.

During my tenure in the Pa. State Legislature, I strongly supported HB 2525 and HB 2532, which
substantially strengthened the Pennsylvania Dog Law to combat documented abuses in “puppy
mills” throughout the state.  Governor Rendell signed those bills into law.  Those bills faced
opposition from the Pennsylvania Dog Breeders Association, agricultural organizations and other
strong lobbying groups.  Yet, we were able to navigate this legislation through to enactment in a
bipartisan fashion.  Certainly, however, we still have much farther to go to ameliorate conditions
in “puppy mills,” factory farms and other industries where animals are routinely mistreated for
economic gain.

5. In 50 words or less, please explain how you intend to help protect animals if elected.

There exists a correlation between harm/abuse of animals and the infliction of harm/abuse on
people.  As a judge, I will have a tolerance for neither. I shall seek remedies that remove animals
from abusive situations, as well as remedies that prevent animals from being used as bargaining
chits in custody, divorce and protection of abuse cases.  Animals are not means to an end, but
are ends in and of themselves that deserve our protection, respect and empathy.  I will take
animal issues seriously in my courtroom.  I will enforce all laws designed to protect animals.  And
I will seek to develop a full factual record during proceedings so that my decisions are upheld on
appeal.

HUMANE ACTION Pittsburgh is committed to working with local officials throughout Western
Pennsylvania.  We welcome the opportunity to begin a dialogue with you.  Please feel free to contact us.
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