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2021 Judge’s Survey 

1. Libre’s Law (Act 10 of 2017) expanded animal protections and increased penalties for animal 
abusers.  Felony violations require forfeiture of an animal, while lesser convictions allow for 
forfeiture. 

• Would you include forfeiture as a penalty for misdemeanor convictions? 

(Check one)  þ Yes      No   

 

• In 50 words or less, please explain your position, including offenses for which you would 
consider forfeiture as a penalty. 

As a judge, I have to follow the law that the legislature enacts and I am unable to 
comment on specific acts pursuant to the judicial canons. Every case must be examined 
individually before making a decision to order forfeiture in misdemeanor 
cases.  Because the statute permits judicial discretion in misdemeanor cases, I would 
assert that the PFA law also allows judicial discretion in ordering that an animal be 
removed from an abusive party and I have ordered possession and no contact in a 
domestic violence situation. 

 
2. Multiple studies have shown a link between animal abuse and future domestic violence abuse. 

• Will you impose penalties for animal abuse that fit the serious nature of these crimes? 

(Check one)  þ   Yes       No 

As a judge, I always impose penalties commensurate with the crime.  As the former lead 
prosecutor in DV cases for Allegheny County, I understand the link and have lectured on 
the subject. 

 
3. Many domestic abuse victims stay with their abusers out of fear for the safety of household 

pets.  

• Will you include custody and protections for household pets as part of the resolution for 
domestic abuse cases? 

(Check one)  þ   Yes       No 

I have included possession of pets as part of PFAs.  As the former head of the DV Unit, 
we were with DV agencies and animal shelters to develop ways to leave an abusive 
relationship without leaving your pet behind. 



 

 

HUMANE ACTION Pittsburgh 

W: www.humaneactionpittsburgh.org  E: info@humaneactionpittsburgh.org 

 
4. In 50 words or less, please give an example of how you have fought for animals in the past. 

When I was in the DA’s Office, I prosecuted many cases of animal abuse most often tied into 
situations of domestic violence.  I have lectured on the interplay of DV and animal abuse, as well 
as asked a judge to make court orders that protected a specific pet.  I recall appearing at a 
preliminary hearing and holding a dog on my lap that had been abused and was missing a leg as 
a result of the abuse, because my expert witness failed to appear to testify about the abuse.  I 
also have served as a board member and volunteer for my local animal rescue. I am the proud 
parent of two “foster fail” special needs rescues. 

 
5. In 50 words or less, please explain how you intend to help protect animals if elected. 

The Commonwealth Court handles all matters stemming from appeals of Pa government 
agencies including the Department of Agriculture.  It also presides over the constitutionality of 
enacted legislation/funding.  I bring a unique perspective to the bench as a former animal abuse 
prosecutor, as well as a volunteer and board member for an animal rescue. 

 
HUMANE ACTION Pittsburgh is committed to working with local officials throughout Western 
Pennsylvania.  We welcome the opportunity to begin a dialogue with you.  Please feel free to contact us. 


