
We at Humane Action Pittsburgh are cautiously optimistic regarding the Pittsburgh Zoo's recent
announcement to reapply for AZA accreditation.

In 2015, the Pittsburgh Zoo voluntarily relinquished the "gold standard" AZA accreditation, which
helps to ensure more humane treatment of animals and safety of the public, due to a
disagreement over elephant handling standards.  The AZA changed policies to disallow free
contact with elephants, a management system in which keepers and elephants can share
space.  This policy change was necessary because free contact systems are not only extremely
inhumane for the elephants, as bullhooks are required, but also dangerous for the keepers.  In
fact, because of the free contact management system, a trainer at the Pittsburgh Zoo was
trampled to death in 2002.

Since 2015, the Pittsburgh Zoo has been in violation of their lease with the city of Pittsburgh,
which requires AZA accreditation.  The city owns the land and the Zoo takes advantage of many
benefits, including paying only $1 a year in rent, free water and sewage, and many other
taxpayer subsidies.  Instead of AZA, the Zoo has had the much lower accreditation - ZAA, of
which Dr. Barbara Baker, President and CEO of the Zoo, is the Chair - a clear conflict of interest.

Over the past five years, we at Humane Action Pittsburgh have been diligently working, both
publicly and behind the scenes, to ensure the Zoo has AZA accreditation.  We have spent
countless hours educating not only the public on this issue, but also members of City Council,
Pittsburgh Zoo Board members, and Zoo donors.  We have met with AZA officials and partnered
with numerous national organizations.  We have also met with the Pittsburgh Zoo directly.

The announcement that the Zoo will reapply in March 2022 is a step in the right direction, but
this campaign is far from over.  It is imperative that when the city of Pittsburgh writes a new
lease for the Zoo (their current lease expires in December 2022), the new lease upholds the
AZA requirement and also puts in place meaningful penalties for lacking accreditation,
something the current lease lacks.  Further, the Zoo must actually follow through on their stated
goal of obtaining AZA accreditation in a timely manner. Lastly, simply because a Zoo has AZA
accreditation does not mean the animals are free from harm, as evidenced by the Pittsburgh
Zoo's several USDA violations while under AZA prior to 2015.

The public can rest assured that Humane Action Pittsburgh will continue to fight for the welfare
of the animals at the Pittsburgh Zoo.


