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2021 Judge’s Survey 

 

 

1. Libre’s Law (Act 10 of 2017) expanded animal protections and increased penalties for animal 
abusers.  Felony violations require forfeiture of an animal, while lesser convictions allow for 
forfeiture. 

• Would you include forfeiture as a penalty for misdemeanor convictions? 

(Check one)     Yes       No 

 

• In 50 words or less, please explain your position, including offenses for which you would 
consider forfeiture as a penalty. 

Although I do not believe that directly responding to this question would affect my ability 
to be open minded with regard to any issue or show prejudice for or against any parties 
that may come before, there is a legitimate concern that directly answering this question 
could perhaps undermine my impartiality and require me to possibly recuse myself from 
deciding any issue under this legal rubric. Under Rule 2.11 of the Code of Judicial Conduct 
a judge must “disqualify herself in any proceeding in which the judge’s impartiality might 
reasonably be questioned.” The possibility exists that the answer to this question may 
undermine my impartiality, and I do not want to create a situation that may invite my 
recusal or question my fairness under the Rules of Judicial conduct.  
 
 

2. Multiple studies have shown a link between animal abuse and future domestic violence abuse. 

• Will you impose penalties for animal abuse that fit the serious nature of these crimes? 

(Check one)     Yes       No 

As a former assistant district attorney who worked in Chester County’s child abuse unit, I 
understand the correlation between animal and domestic abuse and the seriousness of both 
crimes. As a judge I would be required to consider each case’s unique facts and apply them 
to the relevant law when determining a ruling.  
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3. Many domestic abuse victims stay with their abusers out of fear for the safety of household 
pets. 

• Will you include custody and protections for household pets as part of the resolution for 
domestic abuse cases? 

(Check one)     Yes       No 

As a judge I would be required to consider each case’s unique facts and apply them to the 
relevant law when determining a ruling.  

 

 
4. In 50 words or less, please give an example of how you have fought for animals in the past. 

While I did not have the privilege to prosecute an extensive amount of animal abuse cases 
as an assistant DA, my family fosters rescue dogs for a local rescue organization.  Our 
family temporarily provides a home for abused, stray and abandoned dogs and works to 
find adoptive families. Additionally, our 7 year old dog Miley was adopted from a local 
rescue.  
 

5. In 50 words or less, please explain how you intend to help protect animals if elected. 

As part of our work providing a foster home, my daughter and I spend extensive time 
researching families, asking questions and vetting individuals who seek to adopt the dogs in 
our care. As a judge, I will apply the same diligence, thoughtfulness and thoroughness 
when ruling on any cases.  

 

 

HUMANE ACTION Pittsburgh is committed to working with local officials throughout Western 
Pennsylvania.  We welcome the opportunity to begin a dialogue with you.  Please feel free to contact us.  


