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1. HUMANE ACTION Pittsburgh is seeking to shape Pittsburgh into ‘America’s Model Humane 
City’.  This means participating in an open dialogue on animal protection, working to end 
cruelty for all animals, and passing protective legislation where needed. 

What are your plans to protect animals and can you support our goals to build the Model 
Humane City? 

If elected, I would be committed to reducing all forms of cruelty, but especially the practice of 
lending city traps to homeowners and performing a removal and execution service. It doesn't 
work, it makes workers miserable, and why are we wasting this time and effort when we could 
use these humane officers in ways that actually promote humane treatment of animals. 
Community cats, wildlife, and keeping in touch with animal hoarders in order to assist the 
animals are three areas of focus I'd prefer our officers to work on. 
 
I absolutely support becoming America's Model Humane City! I think that's a marvellous goal 
and I'll do all I can to earn that designation! I would be thrilled to work with Humane Action to 
advance policy which brings us closer to humane. 

 

2. The United Nations has recommended that the #1 corrective action we can take to combat 
climate change is to greatly reduce or eliminate meat and dairy consumption.  This is more 
impactful to the environment than discontinuing the use of all transportation. 

What are your plans to protect animals and the environment through meat reduction? 

Reducing meat and dairy consumption can be emotionally charged due to the fact that corporate 
marketers have made this an emotional issue. Thankfully we have a thriving food scene in 
Pittsburgh, along with a decent selection of farmer's markets. We can use challenges like 
reducing consumption of meat to promote what we are doing well: being far more creative than a 
Hungry Man frozen dinner!  
 
I would love to see programming in schools that teaches kids to garden, grow their own food, 
and prepare that food to eat. Imagine the life-long benefits that children would gain from 
connecting with their food in this way, and the shift in focus it would create regarding the 
sources of our food.  
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Finally, public education. We have to tell people what the city's priorities are and why if we want 
folks to buy in.  

 

3. Plastic pollution is a growing problem worldwide, and in Allegheny County.  HAP’s “No Plastic 
Please” campaign works to end single-use plastic wherever possible.   

What are your plans to reduce or eliminate single-use plastic in Pittsburgh? 

Since Pittsburgh has such a food culture, let's work with local artisans to fabricate personal 
utensil travel kits: find standard (non-disposable) flatware through thrifting and donations. Pair 
them up and place them in their special carrier bag and we've got a nice cross-promotion. 
Proceeds from that could be used as the artisans see fit.  
 
I would also work doggedly to prevent the Shell virgin plastic factory from opening, running 
without serious safety and environmental protection funds into the billions already in interest-
gathering accounts ready to be used immediately in case of disaster. And, this plant is almost 
sure to result in one form of disaster or another. In addition to using fracked gas to create brand-
new virgin plastic in the form of tiny beads which, once exposed to the environment, are 
virtually impossible to recontain, their profits will come from brand-new single use plastic 
products. And we already know who's paying for this. All of us!  

 

4. Pittsburgh has very limited resources when it comes to helping homeowners resolve wildlife 
conflicts in a humane way.  Many relevant departments are not knowledgeable of safe and 
humane ways to deal with situations that may arise. 

HUMANE ACTION Pittsburgh’s “Love Your Wild Neighbor” campaign teaches people about 
humane harassment techniques that actually work to resolve wildlife conflicts.  How can you 
best support our campaign? 

Desperate to pull my son away from video games during quarantine, I got four chicks we raised 
from a day old. This worked, and my son is a dedicated chicken tender now! We love these birds 
like they're family, because to us they are.  
 
During the coldest, snowiest winter we have had in quite a few years, a hawk killed one of our 
girls. I heard the rest of the ladies clucking up a storm, alarmed in a way I had never heard them. 
I went out to discover a hawk eating one of our dear girls. I hurried the rest of the chickens into 
the coop while one of my dogs stood guard of her body so the hawk (who flew a mere 20 feet 
into a tree to finish their meal) could not get more of her. I proceeded to scream-cry swear words 
at said hawk, just devastated to have lost our best layer, and one of the sweetest and gentlest and 
also most pragmatic chickens you could ever meet.  
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I was ready to buy some sort of gun (not to shoot the endangered hawk, just for the loud noise) 
when I happened upon crows. As it turns out, hawks hate crows. And for good reason. Crows, 
for unknown reasons, like to mess with hawks. Flying behind them and repeatedly dive bombing 
them. It seems like a game for the crows and a bother for the hawks. So, for a week I'd 
periodically play a soundtrack of crow sounds in my backyard. Worked ridiculously well. A 
hawk might startle at the volume of a shot, but will stay as far as possible from what sounds like 
a bunch of crows hanging out, looking to have a little fun with them.  
 
My personal experience with this situation will inform my encouragement of others to Love our 
Wild Neighbors. After all, that was likely one very very hungry hawk. And now I know how to 
repel hawks effectively. It was the solution I was looking for that I didn't know existed, and I 
would love to share it to help folks understand there are many options, some of which are lethal, 
and some of which actually work, when dealing with wildlife! Let's choose the one that gets the 
results we want! 

 

 

5. In 50 words or less, please give an example of how you have fought for animals in the past. 

 

6. In 50 words or less, please explain how you intend to help protect animals if elected. 

 

 

 

 

HUMANE ACTION Pittsburgh is committed to working with local officials throughout Western 
Pennsylvania.  We welcome the opportunity to begin a dialogue with you.  Please feel free to contact us. 


