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Court of Common Pleas Candidate 

1. Libre’s Law (Act 10 of 2017) expanded animal protec=ons and increased penal=es for animal 
abusers.  Felony viola=ons require forfeiture of an animal, while lesser convic=ons allow for 
forfeiture. 

• Would you include forfeiture as a penalty for misdemeanor convic=ons? 

(Check one)  XX   Yes       No 

• In 50 words or less, please explain your posi=on, including offenses for which you would 
consider forfeiture as a penalty. 

All animal abuse is unacceptable! If the accused has demonstrated a willingness to be 
intenEonally cruel or has shown a deliberate indifference to the well-being of any 
animal, then the animal should be removed from the environment so that it may be 
treated with dignity and humanity. I would not make a disEncEon between offenses 
because all of them require intent and an act. If both of those are shown, then 
forfeiture to protect the animal is both necessary and appropriate. 

2. Mul=ple studies have shown a link between animal abuse and future domes=c violence abuse. 

• Will you impose penal=es for animal abuse that fit the serious nature of these crimes? 

(Check one)     Yes       No 

As a judge, I will take care to apply the appropriate penalEes under the law. There is 
no jusEficaEon for harming any animal.  
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3. Many domes=c abuse vic=ms stay with their abusers out of fear for the safety of household pets. 

• Will you include custody and protec=ons for household pets as part of the resolu=on for 
domes=c abuse cases? 

(Check one)     Yes       No 

4. In 50 words or less, please give an example of how you have fought for animals in the past. 

UnEl my first daughter was diagnosed with asthma, I had cats and dogs all of my life. I rescued 
animals and gave them a safe and loving home over the years. I have helped others with their 
pets. Even today, I let my friends and neighbors know about the importance of following leash 
laws and keeping cats indoors to lengthen and protect their lives. Moreover, I have advised 
that pets get spayed and neutered.  

5. In 50 words or less, please explain how you intend to help protect animals if elected. 

I will apply the law fairly and correctly to uphold the intent of protecEng animals whenever 
possible. We all have a moral duty to protect defenseless animals and the law provides judges 
with the necessary discreEon to uphold that duty. It would be my privilege and honor to 
ensure the safety and well-being of all the animals and pets that are within the jurisdicEon of 
a the court through any cases. 

RespecVully submiSed, 

Brian Samuel Malkin 

HUMANE ACTION PiRsburgh is commiRed to working with local officials throughout Western 
Pennsylvania.  We welcome the opportunity to begin a dialogue with you.  Please feel free to contact us.
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